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SECRET 

PAGE 01 SAIGON 07740 031 156 Z 
45 

ACTION EA-13 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ADP-00 PM-03 NSC-10 NSCE-00 CIAE-00 

INR-10 NSAE-00 RSC-01 L-02 PRS-01 DODE-OO DPW-01 

RSR-01 /057 W 

094616 

R 031100 Z MAY 73 
FM AMEMBASSY SAIGON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1112 
INFO USDEL JEC PARIS 

SECRET SAIGON 7740 

LIMDIS 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, VS 

SUBJECT: RUMORED SECRET TALKS BETWEEN GVN AND PRG 

1. FOREIGN MINISTER LAM TOLD BENNETT, MAY 2, THAT A RECENT 
PRESS REPORT QUOTING HIM AS SAYING THAT SECRET TALKS WERE IN 
PROGRESS BETWEEN THE GVN AND THE PRG WERE IN ERROR. LAM 
SAID THAT WHILE IN PARIS FOR SIGNING OF CEASEFIRE AGREEMENT 

AND AGAIN DURING THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE HE HAD APPROACHED 
MADAM BINH WITH A PROPOSAL THAT PRIVATE TALKS BETWEEN THE 
TWO SIDES BE INITIATED. BINH SAID SHE WOULD HAVE TO SPEAK WITH 
HER SUPERIORS AND LATER LAM WAS TOLD THAT THE GVN WOULD BE 
INFORMED IF THE OPENING OF SECRET TALKS WAS " NEEDED". THERE 
HAVE BEEN NO DEVELOPMENTS SINCE. 

2. LAM, WHO APPEARS TO FEEL THATSECRET TALKS WITHOUT PUBLICITY 
MIGHT LEAD TO SOMETING, EXPRESSED FRUSTRATION AT THE UNWILLING- 
NESS OF THE PRG TO RESPOND. 

3. MAY 3 OFFICIAL VIETNAM PRESS REPORTS MAY 2 STATEMENT BY 
FOREIGN MINISTRY SPOKESMAN DENYING THAT ANY RECENT SECRET 
NEGOTIATIONS HAD TAKEN PLACE. 
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